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Young	couples,	the	moment	you	become,	the	moment	you	get	married	and	you	are	setting	up
your	own	home,	it	is	as	if	your	own	home	must	be	bigger	than	any	home	before	you.	You	must
have	what	mom	and	dad,	what	they	have	got.	And	so	you	work	really	hard	at	 it,	and	to	make
money,	and	you	make	plenty	of	it,	but	for	the	wrong	reason.

And	often	in	trying	to	make	that,	you	fail	in	many	other	areas.	You	work,	and	work,	and	work,
and	work.	You	become	a	workaholic.

You	work,	and	work,	and	work.	You	give	all	your	life	to	it	because	you	want	to	make	it,	and	then
you	have	 lost	 some	other	 important	 things	 in	 life.	Oh	God,	help	us	 tonight	 to	be	 so	 set	 free
from	material	bondage.

Number	two	principle,	God	cares	and	provides	for	his	own.	God	cares	and	he	provides	for	his
own.	Notice	in	the	passage	we	have	read,	verse	27,	consider	how	the	lilies	grow.

They	do	not	labor	or	spin,	yet	I	tell	you,	not	even	Solomon	in	all	his	splendor	was	dressed	like
one	 of	 these.	 And	 if	 that	 is	 how	God	 clothes	 the	 grass	 of	 the	 field	which	 is	 here	 today	 and
tomorrow	is	thrown	into	the	fire,	how	much	more	will	he	clothe	you?	Oh	you	of	little	faith.	God
cares.

God	provides.	And	the	provision	of	God	does	not	depend	upon	how	much	you	try.	No,	it	is	not
of	him	that	willeth,	it	is	not	of	him	that	worketh,	but	of	the	Lord	that	showeth	grace	and	mercy.

You	cannot	make	what	you	want	to	make	of	yourself	by	yourself	unless	God	makes	of	you	what
he	wants	to	make	of	you.	What	do	you	have	that	has	not	been	given	to	you?	What	will	you	ever
have	 that	 will	 not	 be	 given	 to	 you?	 Why	 don't	 you	 look	 to	 God	 for	 his	 provision	 and	 stop
struggling.	I	see	freedom	from	material	bondage.

It	is	not	so	much	that	we	provide	for	ourselves,	God	is	the	one	who	provides.	And	you	know	one
thing,	I	have	found	him	to	be	a	great	provider.	His	name	is	Jehovah	Jireh,	the	God	who	provides.

While	 I	was	here	 in	Canada	 for	 about	10	 years,	 lived	 in	Kitchener,	 lived	 in	 Toronto,	 I	 lived	 in
Vancouver	and	God	provided	wonderfully.	I	had	all	I	needed,	even	more	than	I	needed.	Then	I
sensed	the	call	of	God	upon	my	life	to	go	back	to	Nigeria.

I	didn't	go	to	Nigeria	because	I	am	from	Nigeria.	I	had	the	choice,	by	the	grace	of	God,	to	stay
here.	I	had	the	choice,	I	cooled	off.

And	my	wife	did	not	go	 to	Nigeria	with	me	 simply	because	my	husband	 is	 from	Nigeria.	We
sought	that	face	of	God.	Lord,	where	is	your	ministry	for	us?	We	want	to	serve	you	and	we	felt
called	of	God	to	move	to	Nigeria	to	serve	God	and	thank	God	for	the	ministry	he	has	given	to	us
there.



We	could	have	done	otherwise.	We	could	have	looked	for	some	other	things	that	will	help	us	in
life.	Time	will	not	permit	me,	I	can	begin	to	speak	of	how	much	I	earn	and	how	much	we	make.

And	when	 you	 begin	 to	 turn	 that	 into	 dollars,	 what	 it	 comes	 to	 in	 a	month?	 $100	 a	month.
Combine	the	two	salaries	together,	$100	a	month.	That's	equivalent	in	Naira.

But	we	knew	that	God	had	called.	It	was	not	easy	to	decide	to	go	because	I	knew	very	well	that
where	I	had	been	all	along,	God	had	been	providing.	What	will	happen	when	I	get	to	Nigeria?
You	know	what	we	did?	We	bought	all	we	could	buy	to	take	to	Nigeria.

There	were	boxes	and	boxes	and	boxes.	And	when	we	got	there,	we	realized	that	we	took	there
what	we	did	not	need,	that	great	provider.	He	can	provide	for	you	anywhere.

And	I	came	to	a	realization	that	that	God	who	had	provided	for	me	is	that	God	that	will	provide
for	us	in	Nigeria.	We	took	food	along	as	if	there	would	be	no	food	in	Nigeria.	When	we	got	to
Nigeria,	we	found	out	that	we	could	eat	what	they	eat	there.

And	that	was	what	we	were	trying	to	avoid	too.	And	my	wife	enjoys	Nigerian	food	more	than	I
even	enjoy	it.	She's	not	a	Nigerian.

And	God	has	provided.	He	has	proved	himself	 to	be	 faithful.	And	 that's	why	 I	am	calling	you
tonight,	even	in	our	time	together	this	week,	that	exercise	faith	in	God.

He's	the	faithful	one.	So	unchanging.	Ageless	one.

Our	rock.	Our	refuge.	Our	strength.

He's	the	one	that	we	can	count	upon.	We	can	depend	on	him.	He's	the	God	for	all	time.

He's	the	God	for	all	place.	He	is	the	God	for	every	situation.	He's	the	great	provider.

He'll	provide	for	you.	He	says	here,	consider	the	ribbons.	Verse	24,	the	animals.

Go	to	the	animal	kingdom	and	see	how	God	provides	for	them.	And	if	God	can	provide	for	the
animals,	he	will	provide	for	human	beings.	But	not	just	human	beings.

Human	 beings	 that	 have	 come	 into	 a	 special	 relationship	 with	 him.	 His	 children.	 Don't	 you
provide	for	your	children?	Then	he	says,	well,	if	you	cannot	learn	from	the	animal	kingdom,	let
us	try	vegetation.

Verse	27,	consider	the	lilies.	God	provides.	So	if	God	provides,	relax.

Relax.	Bothering	yourself.	And	let	God	do	for	you	what	you	cannot	do	for	yourself.

That's	the	point.	Trust	him.	Do	you	remember	a	man	by	the	name	of	Elijah?	How	God	provided
for	him.



God	asked	him	to	do	certain	things.	And	by	the	way,	God	asked	him	to	pray	that	there	would	be
no	rain.	And	there	was	no	rain	in	the	land.

I'm	not	so	sure	if	God	asked	Reverend	Fred	and	I	to	pray	yesterday	that	there	would	be	no	rain
in	the	afternoon	yesterday.	But	there	was	rain.	We	prayed	that	there	should	be	rain.

And	there	was	rain.	So	that	people	will	come	to	the	service	in	the	afternoon	and	they	will	not	go
to	the	beach.	Now	you	know	that	God	hears	and	answers	our	prayers.

The	 rain	 continued	all	 day	 yesterday.	And	 I	was	beginning	 to	wonder	 if	 the	 rain	would	 stop.
Now	you	know	that	Reverend	Fred	and	I,	we	have	been	on	our	knees	all	night	praying	that	the
rain	will	stop.

And	 the	 rain	 stopped	 this	 morning.	 Well	 let's	 go	 back	 on	 our	 knees	 tonight	 and	 pray	 that
tomorrow	will	be	real	sunshine.	Now	better	be	careful.

Otherwise	they	begin	to	test	the	power	of	our	prayer.	Elijah	prayed	that	there	will	be	no	rain	in
the	land.	And	because	there	was	no	rain	in	the	land,	there	was	famine.

Great	starvation.	But	God	was	able	to	feed	Elijah.	Guess	what	God	used?	The	ravens.

The	 animal.	Morning	 after	morning	 the	 animal	will	 come	 and	 bring	 food	 to	 Elijah.	 And	 then
when	the	water	dried	up,	God	said	to	Elijah,	I	have	prepared	a	woman	for	you.

A	woman.	A	widow.	And	guess	what	that	woman	had?	Her	last	meal.

Her	last	supper.	And	God	said	to	Elijah,	I	have	prepared	a	widow	for	you	to	feed	you	for	days.
Feed	you	for	days	with	her	last	supper.

Oh	yes.	God	did	it.	Little	went	a	long	way.

Have	you	got	little?	Or	you	say	you've	got	nothing?	Our	God	provides.	He's	that	great	provider.
Relax.

Oh	it	is	economic	recession.	Things	are	not	working	out	well.	Oh	I	may	lose	my	job.

Oh	 I	may	 not	 be	 able	 to	 pay	 the	 bills.	 You	 are	 getting	 into	 some	 kind	 of	 financial	 bondage.
Material	bondage.

You	are	always	concerned	about	money.	You	are	always	talking	about	not	being	able	to	do	this
or	do	that.	You	are	concerned	about	how	hard	it	may	get	later	on.

Relax.	Our	God	provides.	He's	that	great	provider.

Third	principle.	I'm	rounding	up.	Reverend	Fred	said	that	I	preached	for	one	hour.

I	want	to	prove	him	wrong	tonight.	Third	principle.	Worry	will	give	you	something	to	do,	but	it



will	not	get	you	anywhere.

Did	 you	 hear	 that?	 Hello?	 Are	 you	 still	 there?	 It's	 not	 nine	 o'clock	 yet,	 so	 it	 cannot	 be	 your
bedtime	now.	And	don't	forget	what	I	said	yesterday.	If	you	find	somebody	trying	to	sleep,	just
tap	that	person	on	the	shoulder.

And	if	you	can	signal	to	me,	I'll	raise	my	voice	here	to	wake	that	person	up.	Worry	will	give	you
something	to	do,	but	it	will	not	get	you	anywhere.	It's	there	in	the	passage.

Verse	25.	Who	of	you,	by	worrying,	can	add	a	single	hour	to	your	life?	Since	you	cannot	do	this
very	little	thing,	why	do	you	worry	about	the	rest?	And	many	of	us,	we	worry	too	much	about
the	bills.	We	worry	too	much	about	what	we	are	going	to	achieve,	what	we	are	going	to	make.

We	worry	too	much	about	the	material.	And	God	is	saying	to	us	tonight,	relax.	You	know	one
thing	about	worry?	Worry	is	like	a	merry-go-round	ride.

It	 will	 take	 you	 round	 and	 round	 and	 round	 and	 round	 and	 round,	 but	 it	 won't	 get	 you
anywhere.	They	used	to	have	the	one	that	goes	round	like	this.	Now	they	have	added	to	that.

Did	you	notice	 technology?	And	so	 they	have	 the	one	 that	goes	up	and	down.	Up,	down,	up,
down,	up,	down,	up,	down.	It	won't	get	you	anywhere	you	are	coming	down.

That's	worry.	It	will	take	you	all	over	the	place,	but	it	will	not	get	you	anywhere.	So	why	worry
about	the	material?	I	say	have	faith	in	God.

Faith	 in	 God	 will	 set	 you	 free.	 It	 will	 set	 you	 free	 from	 material	 bondage	 and	 life	 will	 be
wonderful	for	you.	They	will	say,	how	can	you	be	so	much	at	peace	when	there	is	not	so	much
for	you	to	eat?	You	say,	I'm	at	ease.

Why	will	 I	worry	when	I	know	that	his	eyes	are	on	the	sparrows	and	I	know	he	cares	for	me.
Have	you	come	to	that	place?	God	help	us	tonight.	I	finish	with	the	last	principle.

To	get	the	best	and	to	make	the	most	out	of	life,	make	sure	that	your	priorities	are	well	placed.
To	get	the	best	and	to	make	the	most	out	of	life,	make	sure	that	your	priorities	are	well	placed.
Verse	29,	verse	29.

Do	not	set	your	heart	on	what	you	will	eat	or	drink.	Do	not	worry	about	it,	for	the	pagan	world
runs	after	all	such	things	and	your	father	knows	that	you	need	them.	But	seek	first,	seek	first
the	kingdom	of	God	and	all	these	things	shall	be	added	to	you.

But	seek	first	the	kingdom	of	God.	What	are	you	running	after?	Where	is	your	heart	tonight?	Is
your	 heart	 with	 God?	 Is	 your	 heart	 fixed	 on	 God	 or	 is	 your	 heart	 fixed	 on	 something	 else?
Where	 is	your	faith	tonight?	Is	your	faith	 in	God	through	Jesus	Christ	or	 in	something	else?	It
says	seek	first	and	what	we	are	called	upon	to	seek	first	is	what	many	people	seek	last.	It	says	if
you	seek	first	the	kingdom	of	God,	all	these	other	things	will	be	added	unto	you.



So	you	seek	all	 these	other	things	and	then	you	seek	God	last.	What	a	misplaced	priority.	We
were	praying	for	somebody	not	too	long	ago	in	Nigeria	in	our	church	that	God	will	give	a	job	to
him	and	you	know	God	gives	jobs	and	when	he	gives	nobody	can	take	it	away	from	you	unless
he	allows	it	to	be	taken	away	and	if	it	is	taken	away	he	knows	what	to	do	with	it.

So	we	prayed	and	God	provided	a	job	for	the	young	man	and	the	moment	God	provided	a	job
he	got	so	busy	and	he	was	busy.	He	used	to	come	to	the	prayer	meeting	to	pray	for	the	job	and
the	moment	he	got	the	job	and	he	got	so	busy	no	time	for	prayer	meeting,	no	time	for	church,
no	time	for	fellowship,	no	time	for	many	other	things	because	he's	putting	the	last	first	and	I
cornered	him	in	the	church	one	day.	Where	have	you	been?	What's	going	on?	I	hardly	see	you
again.

I	said	wait	a	minute	I'm	going	to	change	my	prayers.	I'm	going	to	pray	that	God	will	take	that
job	away	from	you	and	I	don't	need	to	pray	that	he	can	do	it	if	he	wants	to	because	when	the
priorities	 are	 misplaced	 God	 will	 correct	 us	 and	 when	 a	 people	 have	 been	 so	 blessed	 with
material	possession	and	when	 their	 faith	 is	not	properly	 focused	God	will	 chastise.	When	we
shift	our	focus	from	him	to	something	else	and	whatever	it	is	that	stands	in	the	way	of	faith	in
God,	God	will	remove	it.

You	better	ship	up	then.	You	better	get	your	priority	right	because	God	will	not	allow	anything
else	to	compete	with	him	and	you'll	be	glad	that	he	takes	it	away	so	that	you	can	gain	heaven,
so	that	you	can	gain	peace,	so	that	you	can	gain	joy	because	when	you	have	these	other	things
you	are	not	even	at	peace,	you	are	not	even	at	rest.	So	why	not	seek	first	the	kingdom	of	God,
seek	 the	 Lord,	 serve	 the	 Lord,	 trust	 the	 Lord	 and	 don't	 allow	 yourself	 to	 be	 distracted	 by
whatever	that	may	be.

In	Nigeria,	those	of	us	who	work	in	Nigeria	we	have	what	we	call	fringe	benefits.	I	don't	know
maybe	you	have	that	here	too.	There	are	some	kind	of	allowances	and	as	for	me	as	a	pastor	I
have	what	we	call	fringe	benefits.

Now	if	 they	don't	do	that	 to	the	pastors	here	I'm	going	to	make	a	 little	promotion	here	right
now	and	 that	 is	 to	say	 that	 first	of	all	 you	pay	 the	salary	of	your	pastor	and	after	paying	 the
salary	 of	 your	 pastor	 you	 give	 allowances	 such	 as	 traveling	 allowance.	Whenever	 you	 travel,
whether	you	travel	or	not	the	allowance	will	be	given	to	you.	Such	as	hospitality	allowance.

I	 get	 that	 whether	 I	 have	 them	 in	 my	 home	 and	 entertain	 them	 or	 not	 is	 a	 fringe	 benefit.
Remember	it	is	added	to	my	salary	even	now	I'm	getting	it.	I	get	my	salary	so	whenever	I	get
my	salary	I	get	the	fringe	benefit.

You	 know	why?	 As	 long	 as	 I'm	 their	 pastor,	 as	 long	 as	 I	 am	on	 the	 payroll,	 as	 long	 as	 I	 am
drawing	my	salary	I	will	get	the	fringe	benefits.	I	don't	run	after	the	fringe	benefits.	I	run	after
being	their	staff.

I	run	after	being	on	the	payroll	and	as	long	as	I	am	there	on	the	payroll	my	name	appears	every



month.	I	get	my	fringe	benefits.	Seek	God.

Seek	God.	Be	in	touch	with	him.	Be	in	fellowship	with	him.

Let	your	relationship	with	him	be	so	dynamic.	Be	so	living	and	other	things	will	be	added	unto
you.	Oh	God	help	us	to	not	misplace	our	priorities.

Are	 you	 here	 tonight?	 You	 are	 in	 bondage.	 Hello?	 I	 just	 want	 to	 be	 sure	 again	 because	 I'm
rounding	up.	I	want	to	be	sure	you	are	still	there	and	you	are	still	on	the	line	because	we	are
communicating	now.

Are	you	here	tonight?	I've	been	talking	about	your	life	you	say.	That	yes	for	you	it	has	appeared
as	if	all	that	matters	is	material.	For	you	you	have	not	come	to	the	place	of	knowing	that	God
provides	and	God	really	cares.

For	you	you	have	allowed	anxiety	and	worry	and	the	cares	of	life	to	push	you	all	over	the	place.
Or	for	you	you	have	misplaced	your	priority	and	God	says	tonight	come	back	to	me.	Put	your
faith	and	your	trust	in	me.

Or	 you	are	here	 tonight	 you	 say	brother	 Lupitas	 I	 don't	 have	 any	material	 bondage	but	 you
know	 I	 have	 other	 bondages.	 I've	 only	 used	 this	 one	 to	make	my	 point	 and	 to	 see	 that	 this
could	be	applied	to	other	areas	of	life.	If	you	exercise	faith	in	God	whatever	it	 is	that	is	giving
you	emotional	problem.

Whatever	 it	 is	 that	 has	 brought	 emotional	 problem	 to	 your	 life	 and	 you	 are	 in	 bondage	 to
sorrow.	You	are	in	bondage	to	fear	and	other	things.	I	said	tonight	God	cares.

I	 said	 tonight	 take	 your	 eyes	off	 your	problems	and	 let	 your	 focus	be	on	God.	Often	we	are
looking	too	much	at	the	problems	and	it	becomes	a	mountain	to	us.	Why	don't	you	allow	the
wings	of	faith	to	lift	you	up	tonight	and	stand	from	above	and	look	down	on	the	problems.

Or	is	this	something	that	the	wicked	one	is	doing	to	you?	And	you	say	Lord	I	need	help	to	be
delivered	 from	evil.	Exercise	 faith	 in	God	whatever	your	bondage	may	be.	 I	 say	 tonight	 if	 the
son	of	God	has	made	you	free	you	shall	be	free	indeed.

Let's	bow	together	for	the	prayer	of	liberty.	A	prayer	of	setting	free	and	I	want	you	to	look	up	to
the	Lord.	Whatever	your	situation	may	be	and	those	who	know	how	to	pray	please	pray.

You	may	be	praying	for	yourself	and	you	may	be	praying	for	somebody	else.	You	say	have	your
own	way	Lord.	Have	your	own	way.

and	make	me	after	thy	way	once	more	please	His	will	for	you	is	to	have	life	in	abundance.	His
will	 for	you	 is	to	have	 liberty	to	be	set	free.	But	exercise	faith	tonight	and	once	again	tonight
you	are	called	upon	to	break	out	of	the	crowd.

To	say	yes	Lord	while	you	are	passing	by	tonight	do	not	pass	me	by.	Lord	I	need	your	attention.



Lord	I	need	your	attention	and	if	you	need	his	attention	you	have	to	get	it.

You	have	to	say	yes	Lord	look	upon	me.	Yes	Lord	I	need	you.	It	is	a	personal	response	and	we're
not	ashamed	in	the	presence	of	God.

We're	not	filled	with	pride	here	tonight.	We're	open	to	God	and	God	is	open	to	us	and	we	want
to	pray	for	one	another.	That's	all	we're	doing	now.

We	 are	 spending	 time	 in	 prayer	 for	 one	 another.	 We	 are	 responding	 to	 God	 and	 God	 will
respond	to	us	when	we	look	up	to	him	by	faith.	You	are	here	tonight.

You	say	brother	Lupitas.	Oh	yes	material	bondage.	I	have	not	been	able	to	get	away	from	it.

Oh	God	help	me	tonight.	You	are	here	tonight.	You	say	I	thank	God	that	I	know	that	he	so	cares
because	I'm	trusting	him	tonight	for	a	particular	provision.

What	 is	 that	provision	 that	you	are	 looking	 for?	Or	you	are	here	 tonight	you	say	yes	brother
Lupitas.	I	have	misplaced	my	priority	and	I	want	to	get	back	to	him	tonight.	I	come	back	to	him.

Lord	help	me	to	properly	look	up	to	you.	Oh	God	help	me	tonight.	I	want	to	pray	with	you.

I	want	to	pray	for	you	and	there	are	several	people	who	will	be	praying	along	with	me	for	you
tonight.	Or	you	say	tonight	brother	Lupitas.	I'm	so	sad.

I'm	so	depressed.	I	have	this	emotional	problem.	I	cannot	get	away	from	it.

Lord	tonight	set	me	free	as	I	look	to	you	by	faith.	Or	you	are	here	tonight.	You	sense	what	that
wicked	one	has	been	doing	in	your	life.

God	will	help	you.	This	is	why	the	son	of	God	came.	He	came	to	destroy	the	works	of	the	devil.

He	came	to	set	captives	free.	That's	why	Jesus	came.	He	will	set	you	free	tonight	but	you	must
exercise	faith	in	the	living	God	through	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.

We	are	not	 just	having	a	physical	 exercise	when	we	ask	people	 to	 stand	up.	 That's	not	what
we're	doing.	We	are	standing	up	and	whatever	it	is	in	us	must	stand	up	tonight.

It	 must	 stand	 up	 tonight.	 It	 must	 be	 brought	 to	 God	 tonight.	 It	 must	 be	 lifted	 up	 tonight
because	the	bible	tells	me	that	when	we	call	upon	the	name	of	Jesus	and	when	Jesus	is	lifted	up
he	will	draw	all	unto	himself.

As	Jesus	is	lifted	up	tonight	let	whatever	it	is	be	lifted	up	with	Jesus	tonight	so	that	God	can	give
proper	attention.	If	you	are	I've	been	talking	as	I	felt	led	by	the	spirit	of	God	and	if	there's	any
any	 knowledge	 God	 will	 give	 to	me	 I	 will	 call	 you.	 I	 will	 tell	 you	 your	 problem	 and	 you	 will
respond	unto	the	Lord.

But	so	far	wherever	you	are	just	rise	up	on	your	feet	now	and	say	yes	brother	Lou	Peters.	I	look



for	that.	But	your	trip	to	heaven	because	if	you	are	to	go	to	Nigeria	you	have	to	be	able	to	shout
hallelujah	like	they	shout	hallelujah	in	Nigeria.

And	if	you	are	going	to	be	in	heaven	with	us	you	have	to	be	able	to	shout	hallelujah	with	us	in
heaven.	I	wonder	if	there	will	be	a	piano	in	heaven.	Would	you	like	to	play	piano	in	heaven?	I
want	to	be	there.

And	if	there	will	be	a	hallelujah	chorus	in	heaven	too	I	would	like	to	lead	that	hallelujah	chorus.
As	I	told	you	Reverend	Lloyd	Price	is	doing	very	well.	I'm	going	to	give	a	good	recommendation
for	him	too.

Amen.	Praise	the	Lord.	We	bless	the	Lord	for	the	way	he	had	been	ministering	to	us.

And	one	thing	about	our	God	is	that	he	does	much	more	than	what	we	ask.	Much	more	than
what	we	think.	Much	more	than	what	we	desire.

And	 often	God	 is	 full	 of	 pleasant	 surprises.	 You	 start	 something	with	God	 you'll	 never	 know
where	 you	 are	 going	 to	 land.	 And	 it's	 always	 good	 to	 know	 that	 God	 is	 at	 work	 in	 us	 and
through	us.

It	was	about	17	years	ago	when	 I	 first	walked	 into	a	missionary	church	 in	Toronto.	Reverend
David	 Illman	was	 the	pastor	 then	of	 the	 St.	 Clair	Missionary	Church.	 And	 I	 don't	 think	 that	 I
knew	what	I	was	in	for	even	back	then.

But	I	thank	God	I've	been	able	to	stay	with	the	missionary	church	and	thank	God	for	being	part
of	the	missionary	church.	And	it	was	the	missionary	church	that	recommended	me	by	the	way
to	 the	missionary	 church	 in	 Nigeria.	 Because	 I	 did	 not	 grow	 up	 in	 the	missionary	 church	 in
Nigeria.

I	grew	up	in	another	church	entirely	and	I	didn't	know	the	Lord	all	the	time	I	was	in	Nigeria.	It
was	when	I	left	home	in	1974	while	I	was	in	Europe	that	I	came	into	a	personal	relationship	with
Jesus	Christ.	I	left	home	to	study	accounting	and	somehow	it	all	got	changed.

I	 studied	 theology	 instead.	 And	 instead	of	 keeping	books	God	has	 given	me	 the	 privilege	 of
keeping	souls.	Isn't	that	wonderful?	And	when	I	started	I	didn't	know	what	I	was	getting	into.

God	is	full	of	surprises	and	we	bless	his	name.	I	also	remember	close	to	about	10	years	ago	I
met	a	young	girl	and	when	I	first	heard	of	her	I	did	not	want	to	meet	her	because	somebody
was	playing	a	game.	Matchmaking.

And	I	thought	at	that	particular	time	I	was	old	enough	to	find	a	wife	for	myself.	And	the	young
lady	knew	too	that	somebody	was	playing	a	game	so	we	were	trying	to	avoid	each	other.	And
we	did	that	for	a	long	time	until	conviction	came	upon	me	from	the	Lord.

I	looked	at	Reverend	Priddle	there.	You	will	remember	too	17	years	ago	when	I	first	walked	into
your	office	at	Emmanuel	Bible	College.	But	let	me	go	back	to	the	other	story.



I	met	 this	girl	 later	on	and	 it	was	on	a	blind	date.	Okay	 some	of	 you	are	wondering	how	on
earth	Olu	Peters	and	Tracy	Peters	came	together.	It	was	on	a	blind	date	and	for	a	long	time	I
kept	my	eyes	in	the	books.

Theological	books.	Then	I	felt	that	I	should	open	my	eyes	and	observe	some	wonderful	things
that	God	has	created.	And	Tracy	happened	to	be	one	of	those	wonderful	creatures	of	God.

So	we	went	out	on	a	blind	date.	We	had	never	met	before.	We	 talked	on	 the	phone	because
there	was	a	friend	organizing	everything.

So	I	got	to	her	door.	I	said	who	are	you?	She	said	I	am	Tracy	Times.	That	was	in	Toronto	over	10
years	ago	now.

And	she	said	to	me	who	are	you?	I	am	Olu	Peters.	So	we	went	out	that	night	and	as	we	were
going	out	I	noticed	for	the	first	time	in	my	life	that	I	was	going	out	with	a	girl	taller	than	me.
They	have	always	looked	up	to	me.

Now	I	had	to	 look	up	to	somebody	else.	And	I	did	my	very	best	that	evening	to	keep	up	with
her.	You	know	what	I	did?	I	was	galloping	and	I	was	going	like	that	trying	to	keep	up	with	her.

And	 little	 did	 I	 realize	 that	 I	 would	 be	 galloping	 for	 the	 rest	 of	my	 life.	 I	 told	 you	 you	 start
something	you	don't	know	where	you	are	going	to	end	up.	Thank	God	for	his	goodness	to	us.

Praise	the	Lord.	Bless	the	name	of	Jesus.	Praise	the	name	of	Jesus.

He	is	my	trust.	He	is	the	name.	Let's	rise	up	together	to	bless	the	Lord	together.

Just	bless	the	Lord	where	you	are.	Offer	a	word	of	praise	to	God	for	who	he	is,	for	what	he	had
meant	to	you,	for	what	he	had	done	in	your	life.	Just	give	thanks	to	the	Lord.

Give	praise	to	him.	Express	your	gratitude	unto	God.	Has	the	Lord	been	good	to	you	in	our	time
together	so	far?	Say	thank	you	Lord	for	being	so	good	to	me.

Bless	you	Lord.	We	worship	you	Lord.	Father,	accept	our	praises.

Accept	our	gratitude	and	continue	Lord	to	show	your	goodness	unto	us.	Bless	in	the	rest	of	the
service	this	evening.	You	are	the	speaker.

Speak	 to	us	by	 the	power	of	your	spirit	and	cause	us	 to	give	 the	appropriate	response	again
tonight.	For	we	ask	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ.	Amen.

God's	people	say	we're	back	again	to	the	subject	of	the	Christian	faith	and	that	is	what	we	have
been	discussing	since	Friday	night.	The	Christian	faith	and	the	difference	that	the	Christian	faith
makes	in	the	life	of	the	one	that	is	ready	to	trust	the	living	God.	We	have	discussed	so	far	the
importance	of	such	faith.

The	need	for	us	to	exercise	such	faith	in	the	living	God	and	we	have	been	trying	to	get	across	to



you	some	of	the	things	that	faith	in	God	will	do	in	the	life	of	the	one	that	is	ready	to	trust	God.
Two	nights	ago	we	were	able	 to	discover	as	we	entered	 the	workshop	of	 faith	and	we're	still
there	because	it	is	in	the	workshop	of	faith	that	you	can	begin	to	see	the	works	of	faith.	So	two
nights	ago	as	we	were	in	the	workshop	of	faith	we	were	able	to	see	a	man	by	the	name	of	Noah
at	work	in	that	workshop	and	we	were	able	to	see	that	indeed	faith	in	God	is	able	to	save,	it	is
able	to	sanctify	and	it	is	able	to	set	apart.

The	 faith	 that	 saves	 you	 from	hell	 is	 the	 faith	 that	will	 sanctify	 you	 for	 heaven.	 And	 just	 last
night	we	were	able	to	see	from	the	faith	of	Abraham	that	when	you	exercise	faith	in	the	living
God	that	faith	is	able	to	sustain	you.	That	faith	is	able	to	strengthen	you.

That	faith	is	able	to	support	you	in	whatever	you	are	going	through	in	life.	And	we	found	out
last	night	that	it	is	not	so	much	what	you	are	going	through	in	life	but	who	goes	through	it	with
you.	And	with	faith	in	God	life	can	be	so	exciting.

With	faith	in	God	life	can	be	so	wonderful	regardless	of	what	you	are	going	through.	We	found
that	last	night.	Tonight	we	are	going	to	see	that	faith	in	God	is	able	to	set	free.

Faith	in	God	is	able	to	set	free.	And	when	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	came	he	said	I	have	come	that
you	might	have	life	and	that	you	might	have	life	in	abundance.	And	my	desire	tonight	is	that	he
will	give	life	unto	us.

It	 is	 also	 said	 that	 if	 the	 son	 of	 God	 has	made	 you	 free	 you	 shall	 be	 free	 indeed.	 And	 it	 is
unfortunate	to	realize	that	 there	are	many	Christians	who	are	going	around	but	 they	are	not
living	the	life	of	liberty.	There	are	many	so-called	Christians	who	are	bound	by	one	thing	or	the
other.

It	 is	 interesting	 to	notice	 that	when	 the	 Lord	 spoke	 to	 Lazarus	 and	he	 said	 to	 Lazarus	when
Lazarus	was	in	the	grave	and	Lazarus	had	been	there	for	about	four	days.	He	spoke	to	Lazarus
and	said	Lazarus	come	out.	Lazarus	came	out.

But	you	will	notice	that	when	Lazarus	came	out	Lazarus	was	still	having	that	grave	clothes.	He
could	not	move	around.	Lazarus	was	still	bound.

Yes	Lazarus	had	life	but	Lazarus	did	not	have	liberty.	And	so	many	Christians	are	like	that.	They
have	life	but	they	don't	have	liberty.

It	 is	a	contradiction.	And	God	will	want	to	move	us	on	tonight	to	 liberty	 if	the	son	of	God	has
given	life	to	you.	So	Jesus	said	to	them	set	him	loose.

And	they	did.	They	took	that	grave	clothes	away	from	Lazarus	and	Lazarus	was	able	to	move
around.	And	that's	why	God	has	recreated	us.

He	has	recreated	us	through	his	son	not	only	for	life	he	has	recreated	us	for	liberty.	If	the	son
of	God	has	made	you	free	you	shall	be	free	indeed.	And	the	message	tonight	is	that	faith	in	God



can	set	you	free.

There	are	many	bondages.	There	is	the	what	I	call	spiritual	bondage.	And	there	are	many	who
are	in	spiritual	bondage.

They	are	chained.	They	are	bound	in	the	world	of	their	spirits.	And	often	it	is	demonic	bondage.

Satanic	bondage.	Time	will	not	permit	me.	I	will	have	love	to	go	into	that.

And	 then	we'll	 be	 talking	 about	 spiritual	 warfare	which	 is	 a	 reality	 by	 the	way.	 Because	 our
wrestle	is	not	against	flesh	and	blood.	It	is	against	forces.

Spiritual	 powers	 in	 the	 heavenly	 places	 and	 such	 powers	 such	 forces	 are	wicked.	 And	many
people	are	bound.	Non-Christians	yes	they	are	bound.

But	many	Christians	 they	are	often	 influenced	and	oppressed	by	 satanic	attack	and	demonic
oppression.	And	the	message	 tonight	 is	 that	 faith	 in	God	can	set	you	 loose.	Can	set	you	 free
from	that.

There	is	an	emotional	bondage.	People	often	go	into	a	time	of	depression.	I	don't	know	what
may	have	been	the	cause	of	that.

And	many	things	are	responsible	for	that.	But	that	wicked	one	is	one	that	will	always	want	to
take	an	advantage.	And	he	will	use	situations	in	your	life.

He	will	use	experiences	 in	your	 life	 to	bring	you	 into	a	kind	of	emotional	bondage.	 It	 can	be
sorrow.	It	can	be	great	depression.

And	the	message	again	tonight	 is	 that	 if	 the	son	of	God	has	made	you	free	you	shall	be	free
indeed.	Faith	in	God	will	set	you	free	even	tonight.	There	are	other	bondages.

There	 is	 what	 I	 call	 material	 bondage.	 When	 people	 are	 in	 bondage	 to	 materialism.	 When
people	are	in	bondage	to	the	cares	of	this	life.

When	people	are	in	bondage	to	the	anxieties	and	the	worries	of	this	life.	And	often	people	are.
And	there	is	freedom	for	such	people	tonight.

And	in	fact	what	I	really	want	to	address	will	be	this	tonight.	Faith	in	God	can	set	you	free	from
material	 bondage.	 And	 then	we	will	 try	 to	 see	 how	we	 can	 apply	 that	 to	 other	 areas	where
people	are	in	bondage.

Faith	 in	God	can	set	you	free	from	material	bondage.	Turn	with	me	to	the	gospel	of	Luke	for
good	 news	 tonight.	 The	 gospel	 of	 Luke	 chapter	 12	 beginning	 with	 verse	 22	 for	 good	 news
tonight.

Luke	chapter	12	beginning	with	verse	22.	I'll	read	few	verses	and	then	we	will	go	on	to	pick	out
from	 this	passage	some	principles.	 Some	principles	 that	will	help	us	 to	begin	 to	exercise	 the



kind	of	faith	that	sets	free	particularly	from	material	bondage.

Jesus	said	to	his	disciples.	Therefore	I	tell	you	do	not	worry	about	your	life.	What	you	will	eat	or
about	your	body.

What	 you	 will	 wear.	 Life	 is	 more	 than	 food	 and	 the	 body	 more	 than	 clothes.	 Consider	 the
ravens.

They	do	not	sow	or	reap.	They	have	no	storeroom	or	barn.	Yet	God	feeds	them.

And	how	much	more	valuable	you	are	than	birds.	Who	of	you	by	worrying	can	add	a	single	hour
to	his	life.	Since	you	cannot	do	this	very	little	thing.

Why	do	you	worry	about	the	rest.	Consider	how	the	lilies	grow.	They	do	not	labor	or	spin.

Yet	I	tell	you	not	even	Solomon	in	all	his	splendor	was	dressed	like	one	of	these.	If	that	is	how
God	clothes	the	grass	of	the	field	which	is	here	today	and	tomorrow	is	thrown	into	the	fire.	How
much	more	will	he	clothe	you.

Oh	you	of	little	faith.	Oh	you	of	little	faith.	Why	do	you	get	so	much	distracted	by	the	cares,	by
the	worries,	by	the	anxieties	of	life.

Oh	you	of	little	faith.	If	you	will	exercise	enough	faith	in	God	it	will	set	you	free	from	material
bondage.	Four	principles.

Number	one.	There	is	more	to	life	than	the	material.	There	is	more	to	life	than	the	material.

Verse	23.	 Life	 is	more	 than	 food	and	 the	body	 is	more	 than	clothes.	Materialism	 is	a	 terrible
problem	to	many	people.

The	 pursuit	 of	 accumulating,	 the	 pursuit	 of	 achieving,	 the	 pursuit	 of	 building,	 the	 pursuit	 of
acquiring.	And	people	will	spend	the	best	time	in	their	lives	pursuing	the	material.	We've	got	to
be	like	the	Joneses	they	say.

We	must	have	this,	we	must	have	that.	Who	tells	you	you	must.	And	the	whole	of	life	is	spent	on
achieving	and	accumulating	so	many	material	things.

Many	 people	 will	 spend	 more	 time	 in	 the	 physical,	 in	 the	 material	 than	 they	 spend	 in	 the
spiritual.	There	are	many	rich	people	in	the	Bible.	The	Bible	talked	about	several	of	them	who
were	rich.

Abraham	was	a	rich	man.	And	there	were	some	other	rich	people	that	were	mentioned	in	the
New	Testament	too.	But	there	was	this	rich	fool.

A	rich	man	but	he	was	a	fool.	He	spent	almost	his	life	accumulating.	He	spent	his	life	pursuing
the	material.



Luke	chapter	12	verses	13	to	21.	It	is	the	passage	just	before	the	one	that	we	are	talking	about.
And	it	now	puts	what	we	are	saying	tonight	in	its	proper	context.

The	rich	fool.	He	thought	he	was	rich.	He	has	spent	his	life	trying	to	do	this,	trying	to	do	that.

He's	been	able	 to	build	 a	big	barn,	 a	big	 storage.	After	 all,	 that	 is	what	he	has	been	able	 to
achieve.	Then	he	said	to	himself	in	verse	17,	what	shall	I	do?	I	have	no	place	to	store	my	crops.

Then	he	said	to	himself,	this	is	what	I	will	do.	I	will	tear	down	my	barns	and	I	will	build	a	bigger
one.	And	there	I	will	store	all	my	grain	and	my	goods.

And	I'll	say	to	myself,	you	have	plenty	of	good	things	laid	out	for	many	years.	Take	life	easy.	Eat,
drink,	and	be	merry.

And	often	that	is	what	people	go	about	doing.	They	collect,	they	make	so	much	money	and	they
enjoy	themselves.	And	so	much	is	spent	on	themselves.

And	 then	 if	 they	want	 to	ease	 their	own	 conscience,	 you	know	what	 they	do.	 Let's	go	 to	 the
Salvation	Army.	And	let's	give	them	some	clothes	and	some	furnishings.

Hello?	Hello?	I	just	want	to	be	sure	you	are	still	with	me	and	that	you	are	still	on	the	line.	Am	I
communicating?	You	spend	so	much	time	acquiring.	And	then	when	you	have	so	much,	you've
got	a	problem	in	your	hands.

You	look	for	where	to	keep	them.	You	don't	even	know	where	to	keep	them.	So	you	throw	them
away.

And	often	the	generation	becomes	the	generation	of	throwaway.	God	have	mercy	on	us.	 It	 is
not	a	sin	to	be	blessed.

It	is	not	a	sin	to	have	things	in	abundance.	But	if	care	is	not	taken,	we	may	be	putting	our	faith
in	the	wrong	objects.	We	may	be	looking	for	other	substitutes.

We	want	to	acquire	this.	We	want	to	achieve	this.	And	our	faith	is	in	what	we've	got.

Listen	to	what	Jesus	says	in	verse	15.	Verse	15	of	that	Luke	chapter	12.	He	said	to	them,	watch
out.

Be	on	your	guard	against	all	kinds	of	greed.	A	man's	life	does	not	consist	in	the	abundance	of
his	possessions.	Possessions.

There	is	more	to	life	than	the	material.	What	do	you	have?	What	are	you	running	after?	What
have	you	been	able	to	achieve?	What	will	you	ever	be	able	to	achieve	in	the	material?	What	are
you	going	 to	 do	with	 that?	 If	 you	 don't	 throw	 away	 some	of	 them	now,	 you	will	 leave	 them
behind	anyway.	They	will	all	be	left	behind.

You	won't	take	anything	anywhere.	One	man	died	and	several	people	were	interested	in	what



the	man	left	behind.	And	so	they	began	to	ask	the	question,	where	is	the	will?	How	much	did	he
leave	behind?	Some	of	the	people	that	were	interested	in	what	will	come	to	them	quickly	went
to	the	man	that	was	in	charge	of	executing	that	will.

And	 he	 turned	 out	 to	 be	 a	minister	 of	 God.	 They	 asked	 him	 this	 question,	 how	much?	 They
wanted	to	know	how	much.	You	know	what	he	said?	He	said	everything.

Everything	you	will	leave	behind.	You	will	not	take	anything	with	you.	In	fact,	whatever	is	put	on
you,	whatever	is	put	in	that	coffin,	you	will	still	leave	that	behind.

And	if	you	spend	your	whole	life	pursuing	that,	accumulating	that,	and	reveling	in	that,	you	will
leave	all	that	behind.	And	you	have	nothing	to	show	for	it.	Billy	Graham	said	on	one	occasion,	if
you	cannot	take	everything	with	you,	you	can	send	as	much	as	you	can	ahead	of	you.

And	that	makes	a	difference.	Do	you	have	such	faith	in	God	that	has	set	you	free	from	material
bondage?	That	there	is	more	to	life	than	the	material.	And	some	of	us,	it	is	food	for	us.

We	eat	and	eat	and	eat	and	eat	and	eat.	And	thank	God	for	food.	Thank	God	for	the	abundance
of	food.

But	when	you	eat	so	much,	and	what	you	have	eaten	becomes	another	problem	for	you,	you
have	to	begin	to	think	of	how	you	can	shed	off	the	weight.	Isn't	that	something?	Why	don't	you
leave	food	alone?	And	then	food	will	leave	you	alone.	There's	liberty	for	you	tonight.

There	is	freedom	for	you	tonight.	There	is	that	kind	of	faith	in	God	that	will	set	you	free	tonight.
Because	there	are	people	like	that.

I	 know	 for	 some	 people,	 whatever	 they	 eat,	 it	 will	 be	 a	 problem.	 There	 are	 people	 like	 that
because	of	their	constitution.	I	said	again	tonight	too,	there	is	faith	that	will	set	you	free	from
that.

Because	you	will	eat,	and	what	you	eat	will	be	good	for	you.	But	it	is	by	faith	in	the	living	God.
There	is	more	to	life	than	the	material.


